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Changing sea names: sea straits in 
Van Keulen manuscript charts 1720
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Changing sea names: sea straits 
in the lesser Sunda Isles
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Coronelli 1692





First attestations of sea strait names
 Passage de Santa Clara 1580 

Surigao Strait 1801

 Strait Mindoro 1580, Verde 

island passage 1903

 Strait Sunda 1636

 Strait Manilla 1636 Strait San 

Bernardino 1734

 Sea of Borneo 1646 >Strait 

Macassar 1717

 Strait Singapore 1647

 Strait Balamboan Strait Bali

1700

 Strait Drioens 1653, Selat 

Durian 1945

 Strait Alas 1660, Strait 

Lombok 1747

 Strait Malacca 1688

 Strait Sulusape 1688 Strait 

Sapi 1700

 Strait Cūbaua 1688 Strait 

Allas 1717

 Strait Lombok 1688 

 Strait Banca 1692

 Strait of Madura 1700

 Strait of San 

Juanillo/Juanico 1717

 Strait of Tanai 1717

 Strait Brouwer 1753

 Strait Sabon 1753



Bellin 1747



Magindanao Passage



First attestations of passage names
 -Pitt’s passage 1758 (named by Captain Wilson, 

after his ship Pitt, 1758),

 -Karimata passage 1772

 -Magindanao passage 1801 (Cary) (south of 

Mindanao)= Mindanao passage 1804

 -Moluccas passage 1801 (Cary) (1804 Horsburgh)

 -Gilolo Passage 1801 (Cary)(1804 Horsburgh)

 -Ombay Passage 18o1 (Cary) (1804 

Horsburgh)(northeast of Timor)

 -Surigao Passage 1808 (Arrowsmith)





First attestations of sea names 
 -Sea of Java (Laut Jawa) (1718 Reland) 

(1805 Horsburgh)

 -Sea of Madura (Laut Madura) is 1718 

(Reland)

 -Sea of Banda (Laut Banda) is 1798 

(Pallas) (1801 Cary)

 -Sulu Sea (Laut Sulu) is 1784 

(Laurie&Whittle); 1800 (J.H.Moore); 18o1 

Mindoro or Sulu Sea

 -Mer d’Arafura (Laut Arafura) is 1805 

(Annuaire pour l’an 1805)

 -Mer de Timor (Laut Timor) is 1809 

(Faujas de St.Fond)

 -Mer des Moluques [Dudley 1646](Laut 

Maluku) is 1813 (Malte-Brun) 

 -Sea of Celebes (Laut Sulawesi) is 1784 

(Laurie&Whittle) 1818 (A.M’Konochie)

 -Flores Sea (Laut Flores) is 18o8 

(Charles Smith) 1844 (Boekzaal der 

geleerde wereld (journal))

 -Ceram Sea(Laut Seran) is 1855 

(Melvill van Carnbee)

 -Sea of Halmahera (Laut 

Halmahera) is 1855 (Melvill van 

Carnbee)

 -Bali Sea (Laut Bali) is 1868 (Globus 

journal)

 -Sawu Sea (Laut Sawu) is 1888 

(TAG)

 -Camotes Sea 1913 Decree Official 

gazetteer

 -Visayas Sea 1913 Decree Official 

gazetteer

 -Sibuyan Sea 1913 decree official 

gazetteer

 -Mindanao Sea 1912 -decree official 

gazetteer

 -Samar Sea 1913 Decree official 

gazetteer 

 -Bohol Sea 2002



Changing sea names: Van Gelder’s 
school atlas of the Dutch East Indies 1881







Changing sea names: Dornseifen’s Atlas van 
Nederlandsch Oost- en West-Indië (1901)



Hamerodin and Witkamp (1889) Peta keadanja tanah2 dan laoet



IHO 1953









Decolonization of Indonesian hydronyms 1

1.New Republican spelling system: the –u-sound was 

forthwith to be spelled with –u- instead of –oe-

(Madoera > Madura); after 1972 EYD

2. Vowel combinations were adapted to Bahasa 

Indonesia (Straat Raäs > Selat Raas); no more 

diacritics to be used

3. Where Indonesian equivalents of European names 

existed, these were to be used instead (Onrust > 

P.Kapal; Mauritsbaai > Teluk Pangandaran; Straat 

Greyhound > Selat Banggai). 

4. European generics were changed for generics in 

Bahasa Indonesia (Tjiasem-baai > Teluk Tjiasem; 

Bali-zee > Laut Bali).



Decolonization of Indonesian hydronyms 2

5. Corrupted European spellings of indigenous place 

names were corrected (Grissee > Gresik) in line 

with the 1923 gazetteer.

6. Some European names for which no equivalents in 

indigenous languages existed were translated into 

Bahasa Indonesia ( Drie Gebroeders > Kepulauan 

Tiga Saudara; Noordkaap > Tanjung Utara) or 

replaced by new Indonesian names.

7. Where the European languages used no generics, 

as for islands or rivers, these were added in Bahasa 

Indonesia .

8. There were some politically-motivated changes 

(P.Rozengain > Pulau Hatta).
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Atlas De Graaf, Batavia/Amsterdam 1700



Moll, New and compleat atlas, 1720


